e e rackens Primary School

The school has returned to business with
a rising roll. There are now six classes in
the school and a roll of120 pupils.

The nursery class is also very busy. If all
children who have been allocated a place
accept, the morning session will be full,
with a few spaces left in the afternoon
session.

We are looking forward to being
involved in the Camperdown project
with Brackens and St. Fergus. Our
children will be involved in huge
expressive arts project which will
culminate in a re-enactment of the Battle
of Camperdown. (We hope for few
casualties!!!!!). Further news of this will
be forthcoming.

Citizenship remains the focus of the
school. Senior pupils have been acting
as ‘buddies’ for the new P1’s, helping
them settle into school routine and
acting as escorts in the playground and
at home time. They are doing a
marvellous job.

PC Tosh, our community policeman, is
currently working on a programme of
citizenship with the P7.

The front of the school looks very smart
with all the new paintwork and we are
indebted to Ardler Village Trust for their
assistance in making this possible.

The Infant playground has suffered
dreadfully over the summer due to the
heavy rain and vandalism.

We have been working with the property
dept. to try to resolve the flooding that
happens when there is heavy rain.
Vandals have ripped out all the seating,
moved them to the back door and
created an area for drinking and drug
taking. The week before the children
returned, staff were working in the
school and witnessed several teenagers
using drugs. Although the Police are
trying to help, the culprits have gone
before they can respond.

This is very disappointing for us and it is
the younger pupils who suffer.

As we start the new term there are
mixed feelings abounding. The
excitement of seeing our new school
building progress on an almost daily
basis is tinged with sadness knowing
that this will be the last year we operate
as Brackens Primary and the last year
we will be here in Ardler where we have
made so many friends over the past two
years.

The P7 pupils, along with some pupils
from Ardler Primary, had a weekend
Ardeonaig Centre on the shores of Loch
Tay with lots of activities and adventure.
At the end of the weekend every pupil
was presented with the John Muir
Discovery Award for the work they had
done over the weekend.

The School term was finished off the P6
and P7 production of ‘What a Lotta
Bother’. Many parents were surprised to
see the acting, dancing and singing skills
of their sons and daughters. Maybe in a
few years we will see them treading the

boards in professional theatre!

At the end of term service Mr Smith
presented the TARA prize to Andrew
Patullo and we are grateful to TARA for
supporting us through this prize. Other

winners were Bradley Mitchell,
Baldragon Award for Citizenship;
Andrew Buchanan, Edith McArthur
Trophy for Mathematics; Nikki

Anderson Mrs Shepherd Award for
upholding the good name of the school;
Stevie Reid, Silver Leng Medal and
Corey Mclnnes, Brackens 50th
Anniversary Quaich for Citizenship.

Our first parent event will be a meeting
of the Parent Forum on the 6"
September. The purpose of this meeting
is to allow parents to elect their
representatives and to have the
opportunity to make comment on the
new school aims, development plan and
give their views on what the new school
uniform should consist of. All parents/
carers of pupils at both Brackens and

Just before the summer break we
received the marvellous news that not
only have we successfully gained a first
Green Flag (proudly displayed in the
school foyer) for the school’s Eco
efforts, we have been awarded Gold
standard for Health Promotion. This is a
fantastic achievement; we are the first
Dundee school to hold both of these
awards at the same time. Great credit is
due to all of the pupils and staff who
have worked so hard to reach the
standards required in these two very

important areas. In addition, our
attainment figures in maths and
language continue to be good,

comparing very favourably with similar
schools in similar areas across Scotland.
These successes, added to our very
positive Review and our Partnership
Award at the Dundee Schools Focus on
Achievement ceremony, made last
session a very good one for the school.

Mrs Barnett, our Primary Manager,
joined us for our end of term Celebration
of Success where P7 were presented
with awards. Billy Petrie (Sport),
Shannon Clark and Carly Hegarty
(Music), Caragh Young (Effort),
Annalise Gordon (Endeavour), Rebecca
Smith (Excellence and Leng Silver
Medal), Robyn Cooney (Citizenship
Award), Aidan Sparey (Character and
Commitment), Dean Ramsay (Art)
received special awards, with the efforts
and achievements of all our P7s being
recognised and rewarded, as always with
certificates, pens and notebooks.
Younger pupils’ efforts were recognised
and rewarded at special Class
Ceremonies which complement our
regular systems of praise, certificates
and rewards for those who try and those
who achieve. We wish all of our leavers
every happiness and success at their
various secondary schools and beyond.

Rowing the wrong way takes real skill!

Ardler’s Big Day Out

This years annual Big Day Out saw over
90 residents taking a trip to Craigtoun
Park near St Andrews for a fun filled

~ day of games and activities. Organised
- by the Ardler Village Trust Social and
- Community group the event aims to
' bring people of all ages together to make

new friends. After setting up a gazebo
and games in a corner of the park the
group took part in a crazy golf
competition, rounders and frizbee before
coming together for a picnic lunch.
Residents then headed off to enjoy the
parks many activities including train
rides and rowing boats in the sunshine.

Some of the 90 plus Ardler residents enjoying
the Big Day Out




Art Exhibition

Following on from the success of local
Artist Thomas Mulholland’s art
exhibition at the Ardler Café two further
ardler Artists are now planning to show
their works.

David Macaskill lives on Ardler and has
been taking photographs for pleasure
and professionally for over 10 years. His
collection of Black and White photos are
taken from all over Dundee and our
surrounding area and feature well known
faces as well as more human aspects of
life in our city. His work will be on
show from 3™ of September for three
weeks.

This will be followed on the 24" of
September by an exhibition of fine art
by Ardler student Nicola Nixon.

The café gallery has been organised by
the Cultural Pathfinder project which
aims to uncover the hidden cultural
heritage of Dundee. If you are a local
artist and would like to exhibit your
work then please contact the Ardler
Village Trust on 831712

Residents from the Ardler Environment
Group working with the Ardler Village

Trust and Urban Ranger have
undertaken a unique research project
looking at Ardler’s environment and
how people use it for health and
recreation. The results from the project
aim to inform service providers like the
council and Sanctuary Scotland HA
along with volunteers groups on how
Ardler’s Greenspaces can be managed to
best serve local needs.

The project called ‘Demonstrating the
Links’ was one of only 6 similar projects
being funded by Greenspaces Scotland
and Ardler’s report and is now seen as a
good example of local people taking an
active role in public land management
issues.

The 3 parts to the project led to the team
of 8 volunteers clocking up over 140
volunteer hours. The first element
measured the quality of Ardler’s
Greenspace. This was done by dividing

Support your AVT

With the regeneration of Ardler coming
to an end you may well think that the
Job is over — Ardler has been reborn.
But the challenge is to maintain the area
in this ‘new’ state and continue to
improve our quality of life. That is one
of the reasons the Ardler Village Trust
has been set up but it can only do this
through the support of residents. You
can show support by becoming a
member of the Ardler Village Trust and
getting involved in one of our working
groups. To find out more or to join drop
in to the AVT at 95 Turnberry Avenue —
It’s your Ardler and your Village Trust!

The Ardler Village News the Ardler
Village Trust has received funding from

Awards for All to create an Ardler
History book and DVD. The booklet
will aim to capture the living memories
of Ardler from the post war years of
Blackshades and the Golf Course
through the building of Ardler in the late
60’s and the recent regeneration. To
make this project a success we need
your anecdotes, memories and photos.
Drop into the AVT office to find out
about the Ardler Memories project
sessions and how to get involved.

Ardler in over 480 sites ranging in size
from woodland down to individual
swales and allocating each a score on a 5
point scale of quality. The results were
plotted into a Geographical Information
System (GIS - map and a database)
which enabled us to get a measure of
Ardler’s overall quality. The table below
shows the cover for winter 2007. We
aim to carry the survey out in both
winter and summer to enable us to report
back to residents how Ardler is looking.
The open space audit was followed by a
face to face survey of over 200 residents
and four workshops.

The results have now been published in
a report which will be presented in
November to residents and partners. The
team would like to thank everyone who
took part in the project and invite you to
see a display of the results at the Ardler
Village Trust office from the end of
September.

Quality of Ardler’s Environment — Winter 2007

Coverage by Quality by land use type
Land type/ % ["Very [ Poor OK Good Very
poor good
Grassed Areas: 81 2% 7% 41% 37% 13%
Planted Areas: 12 3% 14% 52% 24% 7%
Wildlife/Woodland 7 0% 12% 2% 61% 25%
Areas:

ARDLER GROUP PICK

UP QUEENS AWARD

The Ardler Environment Group is once
again in the local news winning the
‘Queens Award for Voluntary Service
07’ presented by the Lord Provost John
Letford. The AEG are still tending the
Community Garden outside of the
Ardler Complex and now will be
mirroring the garden on the other side of
the pathway and making another garden
to view, which will contain a mosaic of
the Awards Logo - the purple crown.

At this moment the AEG are putting
together the calendar for the next year,
so if you would like to take part in any
of the activities - environmental trips
etc.- please come along Wednesday
mornings at 9.30 to the Ardler Complex.

Scotland in Bloom Visit

Ardler was given a thorough inspection
by two teams of judges at the beginning
of August as part of the Britain in
Bloom and Beautiful Scotland
horticultural competitions.

On the 8th August the Ardler in Bloom
team hosted, for the first time ever, a
visit from 2 judges from Britain in
Bloom as part of Dundee City’s bid to
win the best City in Britain category.
Competition is stiff but the city is now
placed against the London Borough of
Brent and Stockton-on-Tees in the final.
They visited Ardler to see an example of
an urban regeneration project and Eco-
Schools winners — St Fergus primary
School following a presentation on the
work of Ardler in Bloom.

This was shortly followed on the 10™ of
August by judges from Beautiful
Scotland (formerly Scotland in Bloom).
Ardler enters under the regeneration
category for this competition and has
received awards in 2005 and 2006. This
year Ardler looked particularly good
despite the heavy rain and the judges
were very impressed with not only the
quality of gardens but also the low
number of poorly kept gardens. Thanks
to everyone for helping to make Ardler
Bloom. We will keep you posted on the
results which are expected in September.






