It’s that time of year again. We
successfully launched the Ardler in
Bloom competition for 2008 in early
May. Ardler in Bloom as many of you
know is the annual horticultural
“competition” that is open to residents,
schools and businesses within Ardler
that seeks to promote gardening for
health, food, wildlife and the
environment. We had a free seed and

plant give away and many of the
resident s who visited the stall over the
two days generously donated seedlings
and plants.

The stall outside the complex was
“manned” by the Ardler Village Trust,
Environment Group and the Urban
Ranger. Children from St Fergus and
Ardler Primary visited and had a
practical demonstration of planting out
seedlings. They also planted their own
sunflower seeds and we look forward to
seeing some great examples in the
competition this year. Sixty residents
have “signed-up” for the competition
and we look forward to visiting the
displays and seeing the results this year.
Ardler in Bloom is an opportunity for us
all to celebrate the village and its
“revival” as a green place, there is still
time to enter yourself or a friend into the
competition, the closing date is the 18"
July. Entry forms can be obtained from
the AVT office the categories include
best, Container display (tubs & troughs);
Hanging basket; Front garden display;
Largest sunflower and Gardening for
wildlife.  There are still free seeds
available from the AVT office and it’s
not too late to get them in to the ground.

Dundee College Catering at the

Ardler Complex Cafe

Good food at very
reasonable prices

Monday to Friday from
9.30 am to 2.30pm
At the Ardler Complex on Turnberry
Avenue, Dundee

Greenspace Survey Update

Residents from the Ardler Environment
group, supported by the AUR and AVT,
have once again taken up the clipboard
and walked the streets of Ardler in an
effort to find out how the Greenspaces
are doing. The team looked at nearly
500 sites in Ardler and gave each one a
score between 1 and 5 — 1 being Very
Poor and 5 being excellent. This
information was then entered onto a map
where the score was shown by a
different colour from Green to red. To
make things simpler the group
considered each plot to be either Grass,
Planted or wild.

Landscape Quality Map of Ardler for Win-
ter 08 is now available from AVT

The results from the winter 08 Audit
show that 89% of Ardler Greenspace (by
area) rates as Satisfactory or above
compared to 92% in Winter 07. Grass
plots cover over 80% of Ardler’s
Greenspace and includes football
pitches, swales, verges and pocket parks.
On the whole these areas are well
maintained especially in the Wentworth,
Dalmahoy, Troon and Gleneagles areas.
The main problem in these areas appears
to be vehicles parking on the swales or
gaining access.

Planted areas continue to be of mixed
quality with the highest number of poor
and very poor sites. There are still some
issues with private owners not taking
responsibility for strips of planted areas
within their boundary although this has
decreased over the year. The main issue
continues to be corner plots and ageing
shrub beds which have been poached by
people walking over them. Some of
these sites are in highly visible areas and
their poor appearance is very obvious.
There has also been the addition of a
large shrub bed behind St Fergus School
in the poor category which has suffered
from vandalism, dumping and incursion.
A related ‘Tree Survey’ has identified
over 60 dead trees in Ardler. Many
appear to have failed shortly after
planting and these will be removed and
replaced during the winter.

Find out more by downloading the full
report at www.ardlervillagetrust.org or
contact the AVT on 831712

40™  Anniversary: We held a Big
Birthday Party on 15™ April to celebrate
the 40™ Anniversary of the school’s
opening. Great fun was had by all,
especially eating the giant cake!

P6 Creative Approaches: P6 got a big
write up in the Times Educational
Supplement for the work they’ve been
doing with the Barnardo’s SPACE
(Supporting Primary Aged Children
Early) team. The work helped the
children to develop ways of dealing with
conflict in their lives. Media stars!

P7 Residential: P7 have been
fundraising all year for their action
packed trip to Glenshee in May. Thanks
to Caring for Kids, our main donor, and
to all who helped fundraise.

Song for St Paul’s: With St Paul’s
Academy starting life this August,
pupils from Lawside and associated
primary schools have been working
together to produce a School Song for
the new school. This project culminates
on 3" June with a big X-Factor-like
event in the Caird Hall! Should be fab!
Glow: All of the teachers have been
getting used to using Glow, the new
Scottish Schools Computer Network. All
P4-7 pupils have access to this (apart
from when they forget their passwords!)
in school and at home and it won’t be
long until Parents/Carers have access,
too.

Blooming Again: Garden Group
members again helped launch this year’s
Ardler in Bloom and all the children are
growing sunflower seeds at home.
Brackens moving out: The end of June
sees the end of our sharing with our
Brackens guests. We say a big thank you
to all of the Brackens children, staff and
families for their friendship and sharing
over the past three years, and wish them
all the very best in their lovely new
school, Craigowl Primary. An
unfortunate downside is that due to a
lack of demand in this area, the
Breakfast Club which came with
Brackens will not be continuing in
August.

St Fergus Parent Partnership: The new
St Fergus Parent Partnership is now
established. All interested parents are
welcome at the meetings and volunteers
to help out at events are always needed.

And  finally
Congratulations
to Mr and Mrs
Murray on the
arrival of their

baby son,
Marcus, in
April.
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Johs & Training

ARDLER JOBSHOP—NEW HOURS
Is now open every Friday between
9.30am-12.30pm. We provide guidance
on finding a job, updating your CV,
finding out about education or training
and help with interview skills etc are also
on offer.

GUIDANCE AND ADVICE

We provide friendly advice and guidance
on returning to work, education or
training or joining in local groups.
LITERACY AND NUMERACY
Looking for help with your numeracy or
literacy? We can also offer you support to

Do you recognise this new artwork in
Ardler? Artist Tam Malley was
commissioned by the Ardler Village Trust
to work with groups in Ardler to create a
focal piece for the Village Centre. Whilst
the piece does not yet have a title it
symbolises the diversity of Ardler’s
community as it moves forward together.
As with all art its value and meaning is in
the eyes of the beholder. What do you think
and how does this piece make you feel?
The new sculpture will be officially
unveiled as part of the Ardler Fun day on
the 21* June at 11.45am.
Make sure you come along and
Jjoin in the celebrations.

and find out how to set your goals and

help you learn how to motivate yourself
and increase your confidence. Places| |;
limited. pers
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S.T.E.P.S
Do you feel "stuck" or fed up? Come and
join our FREE STEPS course for parents Register by 11th June.

12pm to 5pm

reach them! STEPS is a course that can 6-a-side Football COmpeﬂﬂon tel:01382 831712

East Pitch, Turnberry Avenue, Ardler. 17+ ( £1 5), u17 (£1 0)
Changing Rooms at the Ardler Complex

WANTED ey Contact the Ardler Village Trust for more details. 95 Turnberry Avenue, Dundee

help to take the first steps back into
education, training or employment.

For information on any of the above
activities contact 432862 and ask for
Caroline or Margaret.

Blood Donor Unit

Comes to Ardler

eg Complex
ri J Monday 8th September 08 Members of the Ardler Running ladies after
from 5.30pm until 8pm completing their First Race in Monike Park

fIRDLER 08y
fun DAY

ti-Cultural’
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Your ideas for local courses i.e. courses
for leisure, courses for accreditation, or Fle I RACE FOR RUNNING LAD'ES

A team from the Ardler Running Lades
group completed their first race at Monike
Park in April. The group meet every
Monday and Wednesday evening at the
Ardler Complex at 6.30pm for fitness and
friendship. There are now over 50 ladies in
the group and 30 of these will be in the
‘Race for Life’ at Camperdown park on
Sunday 15th of June. An Ardler Men's
running group is also looking for potential
members. For information on either group
please contact Maria on 832863







