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The Ardler PS Parent Council is 
working together with the staff and 
pupils to organise celebrations over this 
period. Did you or do you know anyone 
who attended / worked at Ardler 
Primary School from 1968 to present? If 
so could you please help us with any 
photographs, stories anecdote etc. All 
photos will be looked after and returned 
in the same condition. Please hand them 
in to the school. 
Thank you 
 
Staff retirals 

 
Mrs. Fowler and Mrs. McKenzie have 
both retired from Ardler Primary after 
more than twenty years service each. 
Pupils presented a special assembly for 
them on their last day in school, when 
they were presented with gifts from the 
pupils and Parent Council.  There will 
be many Ardler residents who are ex 
pupils of both ladies.  
At a recent retrial dinner, they were 
presented with gifts from past and 
present colleagues. 
They have both given the school long 
and loyal service and we wish them a 
long and happy retirement. 
 

St Fergus Primary 
 

Well Done Kama Donald 
 
Around 50 pupils took part in the 2008 
Nationwide Step to It Challenge. The 
children wore step counters from Friday 
31st October until start of school on 
Monday 3rd November. The challenge 
was to encourage the pupils to exercise 
and to help create a healthier Britain. 
 
Mrs McIntosh the Health for Eating 
Assistant for St Fergus R.C. Primary 
School presented the winner Kama 
Donald, age 6 with the Step to It trophy. 
Kama managed to take in excess of 
36,000 steps. All the children that were 
involved received a certificate. 

St Fergus News - November 2008 
Life continues at a hectic pace in St Fergus. Everyone is well into the session’s routine 
and here are few snippets of news: 
Desperate Danwich 
Jamie-Lee Thomson was a finalist in the Desperate Danwich competition at this year’s 
Flower and Food Festival. Although she didn’t win overall, Jamie-Lee did us proud 
and had great fun, too. 
Football 
Logan Davie in P6 has been selected to be part of this year’s Dundee Schools Primary 
Football Select. This is a great honour for us and for Logan and we’re sure he’ll have 
great success. 
40th Anniversary 
We rounded off our celebrations of St Fergus Primary’s 40th year with a Thanksgiving 
Mass led by Bishop Logan.. We had a whole school photograph taken which came out 
very well.   Now we start planning for the Golden Year in 2018! 
Enterprise Challenge 
A P7 team led by Miss Duffy took part in the annual challenge against other Dundee 
schools at the Caird Hall, and worked very well together. They were narrowly beaten, 
but Miss Duffy says that in her eyes the St Fergus designs and models were by far the 
best. The children were excellent ambassadors for the school, too. 
Parent Council 
The St Fergus Parent Partnership has been working away on a few projects, including 
helping to organise our 40th display and looking at revisions to our Homework policy 
and procedures. A Design a Logo competition is on the go, with the children being 
invited to design a badge for the Partnership’s stationery. Other projects include re-
cataloguing of our library stock. A big thank you is due to the ever growing group of 
parents who are coming forward to help in various ways around the school. 
Safe Taysiders 
P7 picked up lots of information on how to keep themselves safe at this annual event 
at Baluniefield Police Station. Safety on the internet featured strongly, an issue on 
which we are doing a lot of work just now. 
Healthy Eating 
Mrs McIntosh, our Health Assistant, is busy encouraging the children to make healthy 
lunch and playpiece choices (with mixed success, we have to admit!). New laws have 
been passed about what can be served or sold in schools too.  
Bulb Planting 
P6 and Mrs Malkowska joined community members in planting bulbs around the 
village in October. We’re looking forward to seeing the blooms in the spring  
Spooky Story Day 
We celebrated National Tell a Story day by dressing up in scary costumes and telling 
lots of scary stories on 31st October. The staff entered into the spirit as well.  
Open Afternoon 
We held another successful Open Afternoon when over 60 parents joined us to 
experience an afternoon in their child’s classroom. Many of them found it very hard 
work, we hope to hold these open sessions regularly from now on. 
Charterman 
Two of our Pupil Councillors attended a training day at the Ardler Community Centre 
about a new learning resource called Charterman, which helps children to become 
aware of the Children’s Charter. Courtney and Sol will now be spreading the word to 
the rest of the school. 
Fireworks Poster Competition 
Carly Gray in P3 won our Fireworks Safety poster competition. Her entry was highly 
commended in the citywide competition, too. 
National Museums of Scotland 
P6 and P7 took part in interesting and interactive workshops on the Scots language and 
literature led by Dr Fred Freeman. We’re hoping he’ll come back again soon to help us 
to learn more. 
Christmas Events 
We'll be participating in the Ardler Christmas Lights event again, on 10th December, 
and are looking forward to that. Before that, we also extend a warm invitation to all to 
come to our Christmas Fair on Friday, 5th December in the school. Our Christmas 
Show involves all classes this year and takes place on 15th and 16th December. Our 
Carol Service will be on the last day of term, 23rd December, at 9.30 in the school.  
Further details on all these events from the School Office.  
 
As always. the St Fergus School Community wishes everyone in the communities of 
Ardler, St Mary’s and beyond a  joyful, peaceful and fulfilling Christmas and every 
blessing for the year ahead. 



 
 
 
 
 
Before the houses there was trees and fields….  
 
Help bring the last remnants of the Ardler Wood back into use in 
2009 by getting involved in this project. We will be clearing 
paths and making woodland features as part of a Lottery 
Funded initiative to create a local Breathing Space. Contact the 
AVT or Urban Ranger  
Tel: 831712 or 489323. 

The Urban Ranger team is currently 
developing with its partners some 
interesting and exciting new projects for 
the coming year which will not only 
enhance the area for the residents but 
continue to improve Ardlers standing in 
the annual Beautiful Scotland 
competition. 
You may not know it but Ardlers 
greenspace is probably the most 
monitored space in the city, every year 
the Ardler Environment Group (AEG) in 
partnership with the Village Trust 
(AVT) and the Urban Rangers carry out 
a summer and winter survey of the 
quality of the greenspace in Ardler.   
This survey allows us to highlight to 
landowners such as Sanctuary and the 
City Council if there are specific 
problems or if the quality of grass, shrub 
or woodland is in decline and issues can 
be addressed at an early stage and 
therefore avoiding potentially costly 
maintenance at a later stage.  
 You may have noticed that quite a few 
of the corner plots in and around Ardler 
have been improved by the land owners 
S a n c tu a r y  S co t l and  Hou s ing 
Association.  
Earlier this year the AVT applied for 
and obtained a grant of £10,000 from the 
BBC Breathing Places Lottery Fund to 
develop a woodland path in the Ardler 
Woods that runs parallel to Rosemount 
Road.  We have done initial work on 
determining where the path will go 
using existing “desire” lines (a desire 
line is a term for a path that has been 
created by people passing through an 
area and using what is usually the most 
dire 
The path will when complete join to the 
route known locally as the “Sawdust  
path” that enters Templeton Woods.  We 
hope as part of the project to create a 
new entrance near to the bus stop on 
Rosemount Road thus allowing safer 

access across the road than the current 
entrance which is on a bend. 
We are developing with an Environment 
Artist and the AVT a plan for the 
MacAlpine Road entrance to Ardler.  
Designs are being developed for the 
railings around the east pond that will 
represent and welcome visitors to the 
area.  
We recently planted over 3000 bulbs 
with the AEG and St Fergus Primary 
School ( Snowdrops, Bluebells and 
Winter Aconites) with another 2500 to 
go.  The first batches were planted at the 
east pond and in front of Sidlaw House, 
so watch out for them flowering in the 
spring.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We are looking at opportunities to work 
with St Fergus and Ardler Primary 
schools in both school developed 
projects and to get them involved in 
projects in and around Ardler. 
We are as a team very excited about the 
projects in Ardler and would like to 
extend an offer to residents to get 
involved.  We are interested in any ideas 
you may have for environmental project 
in the area.  We can be contacted 
through the AVT office, also look out 
for our posters advertising our events 
and opportunities to get involved.   
 
 
 
 

New Environmental Projects for Ardler The Urban Ranger Service in 
Ardler 

 
There have been many changes over the 
last few months in how the Urban 
Ranger Service operates in Dundee, 
whereas some areas had there own 
Urban Ranger such as Ardler or 
Whitfield, others such as Baxter Park 
had three, the change in funding to the 
Fairer Scotland Fund (which has also 
seen a reduced funding package) has 
meant that the areas that the Urban 
Rangers have to cover has increased and 
their role is now fixed to particular 
outcomes for all areas. 
 

The new team that will be working in 
your area (as well as others) consists of 
two full and one part time member of 
staff.   David Hughes who previously 
led the team in Baxter Park and took 
over from Kathy Longmuir is joined by 
Claire McGivern who comes to us from 
the Countryside Rangers and has  also 
worked as an “Urban Ranger” in 
Whitfield. The part time post, at the time 
of writing, has been advertised and 
interviews have been held, normal 
employment checks are now underway 
and the appointment should be made 
very shortly. 
 
 The expansion of the areas that the 
Urban Rangers work in though doesn’t 
mean that work will cease in Ardler 
indeed the partnership work with the 
Village Trust, the Ardler Environment 
Group and St Fergus and Ardler Primary 
Schools will continue.  We are already 
developing some new and exciting plans 
with these organisations which will 
continue the work that has been carried 
out in Ardler over the past five years.  
We look forward to the continued 
support from the community in Ardler in 
helping to further develop the 
greenspace for the benefit of all who live 
here. 

Arder in  Bloom front garden winner, Kathleen 
McMahon and members of  the “In Bloom Team” 
accepting their awards at Dundee’s Annual Award  

Ceremony in November 

St Fergus Children planting bulbs at Sidlaw House 




