
The annual Ardler in Bloom spring bulb 
planting took place on Wednesday 24th 
and Saturday 27th of October. Sites 
around Ardler’s West football pitch 
were planted with over 3000 Daffodils 
during 3 sessions organised by the 
Ardler Village Trust. Despite the heavy 
fog our Wednesday session saw 
volunteers from the Princes Trust help 
out as part of their work with Dundee’s 
Countryside Rangers. This was followed 
by P7 children from St Fergus School as 
they put in around 500 bulbs adjacent to 
the schools side entrance on Scotscraig 
lane. The Ardler Environment group 
then planted a further 1500 bulbs on the 
Saturday towards the north end of 
Scotscraig lane. We also like to thank 
Eric, from Contract Services, and Kathy 
(ex Urban Ranger) for all their help. Let 
us know when you see Ardler’s first 
bulbs to flower in March 08! 

Bulbs for Spring  DUNDEE HEALTHY LIVING 
INITIATIVE 

Chair Aerobics 
Every Wednesday 1.15pm to 2.15pm at 
Chalmers Ardler Church , Turnberry 
Avenue, Ardler 
Why not come along to our Chair 
Aerobics Class.  Chair Aerobics is easy 
to follow, low impact exercise.  It has 
been known to benefit people who are 
pregnant or have diabetes, as it does not 
strain the joints. 
Chair aerobics can be done anywhere so 
it is ideal for  busy lifestyles, all you 
need is a chair and good posture. 
Hot Wheels – Pram Pushing Group 
Every Wednesday Meet at Ardler 
Complex from 9.30am. Walk lasts 1 
hour 
Why not come along and give the pram-
pushing group a try.  Meet other mums 
and get some fresh air and exercise. 
Good for you and the baby. 
Relaxation Group 
Thursdays  1.45pm to 2.45pm at Ardler 
Complex 
Are you on the go all the time? Feeling 
a bit stressed or down? 
Take some time out for yourself and 
learn some breathing and relaxation 
techniques you can use in everyday life 
situations. 
Keep Fit 
Get fit while exercising to music at 
Ardler Complex every Tuesday 10am to 
11am 
Also on offer are Walking Groups and 
Salsa Classes, suitable for all levels of 
fitness 
For more information call Maria 
Gracie (832863) 

Ardler Gardens got a special thumbs-up 
from Beautiful Scotland in Bloom 
(BSIB) by helping to win the 
competition’s ‘David Welch’ Urban 
Regeneration category for the 3rd time 
running at a special ceremony in Dundee 
in September. The competition judges 
visited us in early August and assessed 
the area according to Planting, 
S u s t a in a b l e  D e v e lo p me n t  a n d 
Biodiversity , Environmental quality and 
Community Engagement. Ardler did 
very well in the Environmental and 
Community engagement categories but 
could do better in planting and tree care. 
With the regeneration of the area 
coming to an end the Ardler in Bloom 
team are looking ahead to entering the 
much more competitive, Urban 
Community Category, where we will be 
up against Dyce in Aberdeen and 
Uddingston in Edinburgh to name a few. 
‘A in B’ is a way of improving Ardler 
and bringing in resources to the area. 
Things to work on for next year include 
planted flower beds, seating and trees. 
As a group we would welcome more 
members and invite you to contact the 
Ardler Village Trust on 831712  

Ardler Youth Cafe has recently received 
just over £90,000 from Youth Link to 
fund the development of a new youth 
cafe space downstairs in the Ardler 
Complex which will have its own youth 
entrance.  Works to complete the 
renovations are underway and should be 
completed by Easter next year. 

In the meantime the youth cafe is still 
running in the Ardler Complex as 
follows: 

Mon 7-8pm Girl's only (11- 18yrs) 
Mon 8.15 - 9.15pm Boy's  (11 - 18yrs) 
Wednesday's 7.45 -9.15pm 11 - 18 yrs 

All youth cafe sessions cost 30p, this 
money helps to provide juice/
refreshments and subsidise activities.   
The youth cafe is equipped with internet 
access; pool table, games hall access and 
the youth workers programme a variety 
of activities for each session.  Through 
the youth cafe you can also complete 
various accreditation schemes including 
the Youth Achievement Awards, and 
through the support of the youth workers 
become more involved and have your 
say in your community. 

Youth Information Drop-in 
If you are a pupil at Lawside R.C 
Academy then you can attend the youth 
information drop-in on Thursday 
lunchtimes in the Ardler Complex 
‘recovery room’.  Shelly our local youth 
information worker will be on hand to 
help answer any questions relating to 
your Young Scot National Entitlement 
Card or help you access any information 
you might need to make decisions about 
your future, health, and provision etc.  
Y o u  c a n  a l s o  c h e c k  o u t 
www.youngscot.org/dundee to find out 
what's happening in Dundee and locally. 
For More information on Youth 
provision in Ardler Contact: 
Lesley Wallace, Community Learning & 
Development Worker (Youth Work) 
Ardler Complex on  Ph: 436445 
email lesley.wallace@dundeecity.gov.uk 

If you are aged 14+ and want to get fit, 
why not come along to our group? Its 
Free and caters for all ages and levels 

of fitness.   

All fitness 
levels are 
welcome 

Monday’s & Wednesday’s  
6.30pm at the  

Ardler Complex 

For more info please contact 
Ardler Village Trust on 831712 or  

Maria Gracie on 
832863 

Ardler Jogging 
Ladies 

Youth Café members choose colours for the 
New Youth café Space 

What happens in Ardler for 
young people? 

Sheena Dair and Fraser Scobie from the 
Ardler in Bloom team collecting the ‘David 
Welch’ Trophy from Lady Grosvenor  

Ardler Wins 3rd in Bloom Award 



The new term started very sadly after the 
loss of Luke Hutton. We held a prayer 
service and Mass in school to remember 
Luke, and his classmates have made a 
lovely Book of Memories for Luke’s 
mum. We hold on to our fond memories 
of Luke as our life journeys continue, 
and keep his family very much in our 
prayers. Our thanks to all who gave their 
support at this difficult time. In 
particular Fr Gallagher & Rev. Stott.  
Bulb Planting: P7 children worked with 
Kathy, the Ranger, and Ali, from the 
AVT, to plant bulbs around the 
perimeter of the school in October. 
St Fergus Parent Partnership: Our 
new Parent Council, is up and running. 
Three sub-groups have been set up, 
covering School Business (like the old 
School Board), Home-School Links (to 
promote parents’ involvement in their 
children’s learning) and Fundraising/
Events ( a bit like the old P.T.A.).  
Extra Curricular Clubs: Every 
member of the teaching staff is running 
a club this session. We now have clubs 
in Athletics, Football (mixed and girls 
only), Netball, Short Tennis, and 
Basketball, and Body Combat will be 
starting soon. In addition, we have an 
Enterprise Group, Funky Feet Dance, a 
Homework Club, a Social Activities 
Club, and the ever successful Gardening 
Group. A big thank you to Mr McLean, 
our Active Primary Coordinator for 
setting these up.  
Scottish Learning Festival: 3 P7 pupils 
(helped by Mrs Malkowska and Miss 
Morgan), received rave reviews for their 
presentation in front of a large audience 
at the S.E.C.C. in Glasgow in 
September. They showcased the work 
done by the school on Glow, the new 
schools’ intranet.  
Maths Masterclass: ‘Maths Boffins’ 
from P7, have been taking part in 
Masterclasses run by the Maths 
department of the University of Dundee 
on Saturday mornings. They have been 
great ambassadors for the school, 
showing off their many skills and 
learning loads.  
W a v e  1 0 2  C h r i s t m a s  S o n g 
Competition We hope to count on the 
votes of the whole community for our 
P7 class this year………….X-Factor eat 
your heart out! 
St Andrew’s Night: A joint Ardler/
Bracken/St Fergus group will be 
Scottish Country Dancing to open the 
Ardler Village St Andrews Night 
celebrations.  
Christmas Fair Dec 14th in the school 
The St Fergus School Community 
wishes everyone in Ardler a joyful, 
peaceful and fulfilling Christmas. 

St. Fergus News 
Since we returned after the summer 
break there has been a real buzz around 
the school as pupils and teachers get to 
know each other and, our new Primary 1 
pupils settle in. 
Already a number of visits and events 
have taken place.  All P6 pupils went on 
a visit to Pitlochry to learn how 
electricity is produced and how we can 
save energy in our homes and schools. 
This event was sponsored by Dundee 
Energy Advice Project. 
Our P3/4 class turned their classroom 
into a café for two days when they 
decided to do their bit to ‘Change the 
World’.  Over the two days pupils 
served staff and pupils with a variety of 
soft drinks, cakes, sandwiches and fruit 
salad.  We were delighted to send 
£132.78 to Christian Aid to support their 
work in Malawi. 
Primary 5 were involved in a very 
exciting project along with pupils form 
Ardler and St Fergus Primary Schools. 
Over a number of weeks they worked 
with staff from McManus galleries 
learning about the life of Admiral 
Duncan.  During this time they learned a 
song and built boats which were all used 
in an evening performance outside 
Camperdown House.  Parents and 
friends turned out in great numbers and 
enjoyed the performance.  An exhibition 
of the work will be on display in Ardler 
Community centre from 27th November. 
We had a special visitor form Chicago.  
Our Mr Dignan has a namesake who 
teaches in Chicago and over the past few 
years pupils from the two schools have 
been communicating by letter and email.  
In August ‘Chicago Gerry’ as he has 
become know visited Brackens and 
entertained pupils with tales of his home 
town and sang songs from his recent 
CDs as well as teaching the pupils some 
words of Spanish. 
Many of our extra curricular activities 
have started up again and already the 
football team have played a few 
matches.  Our Scottish Country Dance 
club are rehearsing in preparation for the 
St Andrew’s Night celebration in Ardler 
Complex.  We look forward to seeing 
many of you there. 
Two pupils from our Eco School 
Committee represented Dundee at the 
unveiling of the Scottish Schools’ Eco 
quilt at Dynamic Earth in Edinburgh.  
They both had a great time despite the 
early morning start.  
Our P6/7 class are currently visiting the 
Ice Arena to try their hand at Curling.   
Already we are looking forward to 
Christmas and are planning a service in 
Chalmers Ardler Church and a trip to 
The Rep to see Jack in the Beanstalk. 

Brackens Primary School 
The P5/6 class have been very busy 
working pupils from Brackens and 
St.Fergus on ’A local Hero’ an outdoor 
re-enactment of The Battle of 
Camperdown in the grounds of 
Camperdown House. 
P2 have led a whole school assembly on 
a modern interpretation of a ‘Harvest 
Thanksgiving’. Our budding actors 
delivered a message of caring and 
sharing. 
They have also had visits from Guide 
Dogs and local Firemen as part of their 
project on People in the Community. 
P1 have settled down well. We must 
give the pupils of P7 some of the credit 
for this as they have acted as ‘buddies’ 
at break times to make sure that our 
newest pupils were well supported in 
their first few weeks at school. 
P7 have been looking at ways of 
becoming responsible citizens in the 
community and have had some very 
interesting debates and discussions with 
PC Tosh.  
The Parent Council have had their first 
meetings of the session. They did have 
some new faces there but we would like 
to see more, especially from the parents 
of younger pupils. Please look out for 
further details of Parent Council 
meetings.   
Quite a few parents have been involved 
in our Health Week, which has been 
jointly organised by Graeme McLean 
(Active Schools Co-ordinator) and the 
three schools. Our thanks go to the 
parents and grandparents who helped 
with the sponsored walks for the whole 
school.  Everyone has really enjoyed the 
activities on offer.  
Other activities are in the pipeline and 
we will be specifically looking for help 
from male members of the family. 
We are always proud of our pupils and 
their achievements. Next time you are in 
the school, please take time to look at 
the display in the reception area. Mrs. 
Cruickshank has made some very eye 
catching displays, one of which shows 
the current pupils of the week. 

Ardler Primary School 

Tasty Tuesday's   
 

 
If you are a pupil at Lawside R.C 
Academy then you can attend 'Tasty 
Tuesday's' on Tuesday lunchtime in the 
school.  'Tasty Tuesday's' is run by the 
West & North West Youth Team in 
partnership with the school youth 
workers and the Youth Sports 
Development Project.  Each Tuesday 
you can take part in a sports activity and 
access free water & fruit. 



Football comes home 
Ardler has welcomed back local football 
teams with the opening of the East 
Football Pitch in October. After nearly 2 
years delays due to poor ground 
condition and the relocation of fencing 
this full size football pitch is now 
available for booking. With the first 
games taking place in October the East 
Football is already receiving many 
booking from local teams of all ages 
including teams that are favourites 
amongst locals including Dundee West, 
Turnberry thistle and the Admiral.  
Football was always at the heart of the 
old Ardler and it is great to see local 
teams and residents playing here. If you 
are involved with a local team and 
would like to keep residents informed of 
your progress please contact the Ardler 
Village Trust. 
The Football Pitches are can be booked 
by phoning leisure and communities on 
307475 or 
lc.bookings@dundeecity.gov.uk and 
asking either for the 11 aside or 7 aside 
pitch 

ARDLER FORUM SUCCESS 
On the 26th of Sept at Chalmers Ardler 
church, local people of all ages gathered 
with agencies like the Ardler Village 
Trust, The North West Regeneration 
Team, Tayside Police and others. The 
purpose of the Forum was to consult 
residents concerning the future of the 
area and what they would like to see 
included in the new Community Plan. A 
novel means of gleaning their opinions 
was used. People were invited to create 
a headline for the local newspaper based 
on their opinions. These were then 
collected together and displayed at the 
end of the night. The winning  headline 
by H. Wilson was 

ARDLER'S BLOOMING 
MARVELOUS! 

A wide range of ideas emerged relating 
to the Community Plan, amongst these 
were; 
• More safety features at crossings at 
shops/schools on Turnberry Av. 
• Improving the West Pond 
• More bins at Macalpine Road shops 
At the end of the event all present 
agreed that it had been a great success 
and its ideas would play an important 
role in shaping the new Community 
Plan. Many thanks to all those who 
attended. 

Community 
Regeneration Fund 

 
 
 

At last, some welcome information has 
come in regarding the Community 
Regeneration Fund in Dundee. 
Communities Scotland has written to 
the Dundee Partnership stating interim 
arrangements for 2008/09 and beyond. 
It is stated that "In the interim, 
community planning partnerships will 
receive no less than 25% of their 
resource allocation for 2007/2008. For 
Dundee this amounts to £1.48 million." 
 Unfortunately, until full details and 
allocations are received any decisions 
regarding the precise scale or shape of 
any future CRF programme in Dundee 
will not be made. As soon as any other 
information is received it will be shared 
in your local community. 
 
Due to local individuals and local 
groups' pressure, a new CRF Urban 
Ranger will soon be working in both 
Ardler and St. Mary's again. I would 
like to extend a very warm welcome to 
David Hughes and look forward to 
seeing the good work of this project 
continue. 
Small grants, from CRF this year have 
gone to Ardler Village Trust fun day, 
newsletters and a gate for the West 
pond, Dundee North Law, Dundee 
Cyrenians, Environmental Group, 
TARA, Women's Health Group, No.10 
Sheltered Housing, Samaritans, Dundee 
Domestic Abuse Forum, St. Leonard & 
St Fergus Social Committee,  Ardler 
Village Book Club, and the Peer 
Education Project. 
Finally a big thank you should be 
extended to the Northwest Community 
Regeneration Forum community 
members and officers for their hard 
work and commitment that went into 
ensuring the two local primary schools 
were allocated funding. Approximately 
£17,000 was given to paint and 
complete environmental works on the 
outside of the buildings. 

 
I would like to bring to your attention 
the 'More Choices, More Chances' 
national strategy aimed at ensuring that 
Scotland's young people receive the 
advice and support they need to make 
the most effective transition on leaving 
school. 
Dundee is receiving £800,000k for 2006 
to 2008 to move young people into 
education, training or employment. 
The focus is on identifying the young 
people who may be at risk, getting the 
right support for them and helping them 
to find and maintain their work, course 
or training place. 
According to the latest available 
statistics Ardler has 32 young people 
aged between 16 and 19 who could 
benefit from this. 
Myself, the Ardler Village Trust and the 
Dundee More Choices, More Chances 
Team have met to look at ways of 
working together to help young people 
from Ardler to move into education or 
employment. 
You can also contact the team below for 
more details on how this will help 
"yoo": 
Karen Gunn or Grant McDougall 
More Choices, More Chances Team 
22-24 Crichton Street 
Dundee 
DD1 3AN 
Telephone: 434590 

Kevin Keenan 
Leader of the Council 
Councillor for Strathmartine Ward  

 More Choices, 
              More Chances 

As the last multi came down in June, 
three of Ardler’s residents began 
working alongside photographer Nicky 
Bird on a new project Beneath The 
Surface.  The photograph by Mark Scott 
and Nicky is one of the results of 
digging out family photos and 
photographing whatever is there now.  
Look out for more of Mark’s 
photographs along with others by Lesley 
Wier and Karen Hamilton, which will be 
on show in Ardler next summer.  If you 
want to find more about this project, 
contact the Ardler Trust 831712. 
Thanks to all the Ardler residents that 
have kindly helped out with this project, 
and allowed parts of their houses and 
back gardens to be photographed! 

Nicky Bird/Mark Scott, Beneath The Surface: 
Ardler 2007 

Beneath the Surface 


