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large birds of prey.
Whilst sitting inside a
large barn the Eagle
Owl and Hawk flew
close to our heads and
even sat on the tables watching every
move we made. The rain slowed in the
afternoon allowing us all to explore the
rest of the park including the outside
adventure playground, deer enclosures
and wolf pen. It was a great day out that
even the rain could not put a dampener
on. Hope you can make it next time.

Ardler’s Big Day Out this year at the
beginning of August took over 60
residents off to the Scottish Deer Centre
in Cupar. The original destination for
this Ardler Village Trust trip was to
Craigton park near St Andrews but with
some of the heaviest rain seen this very
wet summer coming the night before the

The second phase of the Ardler
Complex Community Garden started in
August. Members of the Ardler
Environment group are following up on
the success of their first garden and have
already dug in over 20 barrow loads of
Discovery Compost. Planting of shrubs
and bulbs will take place in September.
If you would like to get involved with
the Environment Group new members
are always welcome and the group
meets every Wednesday 9.30am at the
Ardler Complex. Contact 831712 for
details

We won’t give up: Residents may have

noticed that all the flowers in the
containers at the village centre have
been removed whilst they were still in
full bloom and looking good. This was
a result of a few vandals who pulled
them out at the end of August. The
plants had been put in by volunteers
from Ardler in Bloom working with the
Urban Ranger and they had been a
welcome centre piece for the Village
Centre. The group have said that they
will not give up and will look to replant
the containers shortly with some winter
colour and bulbs.

Start of new garden outside the complex

Summer 2008 @ Ardler Youth Cafe

Ardler Youth Cafe was open each Tuesday and Thursday afternoon and each Monday
and Wednesday evening over the summer holidays and attracted on average approxi-
mately 26 young people per week. The young people were involved in sports sessions
each week which were run in partnership with the Youth Sports Development Project,
they also took part in activities which included looking at aspects of safety & health
and challenged each other to make the most tasty fruit smoothie! The young people
who attended also had access to all the facilities within the youth cafe. If you would
like to know more about the Ardler Youth Cafe please contact Lesley Wallace on
436445.

Ardler is lucky to have a number of
lovely woodland in and around its
borders which give the area its
distinctive feel. Following on from
earlier resident’s consultation the Ardler
Village Trust is working with the Urban
Ranger, Sanctuary Scotland HA and the
Council to improve these important
features and secure them for the future.
The first part of this work aims to
improve access and the biodiversity in
the stretch of woodland that runs along
Rosemount Road and leads to
Templeton Wood. This wood is around
500meters long and around 30 meters
wide and is full of mature trees but has
no access. The AVT have received
nearly £10,000 of funding from the big
lottery breathing spaces fund to create a
path and features within this area over
the next year and we are looking for
local people to be involved in deciding
on how it could be improved as well as
with helping to undertake some of the
clearing. The other 3 areas of woodland
within Ardler are mainly made up of

Larch trees many of which appear to be
coming to the end of their lives and need
careful management. Following the
success of the Lottery bid we hope to
attract further funding to ensure these
areas develop. If you would like to find
out more or get involved in helping to
improve our woods then please drop into
the AVT office or phone 831712.

TARA

Tenants and Residents of Ardler
Dates of Future Meetings

Tues 23" September,

Tues 23" October,

Tues 11" November
Open Meeting starts at 7.30pm in the
Ardler Complex.

Many thanks to all who supported out
bingo in August. This was a great suc-
cess. Our Christmas Bingo is on

Sunday 7" December

At 7.00pm Eyes Down at 7.30pm
All Welcome

Contact Bette Gurvan for more details
811669
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St Fergus

Brackens Primary School

After a long break which was enjoyed
by all (despite the recent deluges) we’re
back and raring to go for another year.
We waved farewell to our friends from
Brackens P.S. at the end of June as they
departed for their lovely new school,
Craigowl P.S. and we wish them every
blessing in their new community. It
really was a pleasure to work with Mr
Smith, his pupils and staff and everyone
at St Fergus and at Brackens deserves
great credit for making what could have
been a difficult situation work well. The
‘big playground’ looks so different
without the big blue ‘pavilion’ (as Mr
Smith called it!) The traffic around the
schools has obviously eased
considerably, and we ask all road users
to continue to take care, to respect the
20mph limits and to stay out of the Staff
Car Park!!

We have now taken the opportunity to
reorganise our teaching and learning
spaces and have introduced a music
room, a library learning area and our
new Discovery Room, full of
opportunities for active learning, and
another Support Room. These give us
the opportunity to extend our children’s
learning even further and in different
ways.

We welcomed our new Pls at our first
Assembly of the session, when their Big
Pals from P7 introduced each one to the
rest of the school. Supporting each other
is a very big part of the ethos of St
Fergus, with lots of activities between
classes. P1’s new teacher, Mr Kelly,
also took a bow, as did all the other
classes in the school, looking fantastic
in their school uniform and showing
their pride in belonging to the St Fergus
Community family. We’re missing our
old P7s, of course (!), and wish them all
the very best at secondary school. Our
best wishes go, too, to Miss Koelmeyer
after her year with us.

We’re still in our 40™ Anniversary year,

and have plans for a Thanksgiving Mass
at St Leonard’s Church, led by Bishop
Logan, and an Exhibition in the school,
both in November. If anyone out there
has photographs, press cuttings or even
just wee stories about St Fergus we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Mrs Dryden
will be putting this together, helped by
the school’s Pupil Council and Parent
Partnership.

Learning remains our top priority, of
course. This year we’re going to focus
on self and peer assessment, helping
each other to recognise what we are
good at and to see how we can improve
our learning, our skills and our
knowledge. This applies to the adults as
well as the children. Active learning
throughout the school remains a big part
of school life, within the Learning
Together in Dundee programme. We
will also be looking at developing home
learning, in a partnership with
Longhaugh and Ancrum Road
Primaries, with parents, pupils and staff
working together to make home
learning tasks relevant and beneficial.
The St Fergus Parent Partnership has
big plans for this year, as does the Pupil
Council — more later.

We’re delighted to report that there was
virtually no damage to the school
building over the holidays, which is
great and allows us to focus our funds
on the important things. We’re aiming
for a second Eco Green Flag this
session, making further improvements
to the school grounds and hope that
everyone will continue to show respect
for us by using the area properly. This
year we will also be looking at Safer
Routes to School to encourage even
more of the children to walk or cycle to
school.

Printing deadlines make this a short
piece this time, but watch out for lots
more news from St Fergus in the next
issue of the Ardler Village News.

Brackens had an ext'remely busy
summer term as many events were held
to mark the closure of the school. The
staff team invited former colleagues to a
disco and buffet at the end of May.
During this evening around £250 was
raised and will be donated to Tayside
Children with Cancer and Leukaemia.
The evening was a great success as
colleagues met up and reminisced about
their time at Brackens.

Over the 54 years the school has been in
existence there have only been six Head
Teachers and on the evening Miss
French, Mrs McArthur, Mrs Skelding
and Mr Smith joined together to cut a
celebration cake. It was with sadness
that a week later we learned of the death
of Miss French.

In the final week pupils performed ‘Bye
Bye Brackens’ to parents, friends and
pupils of both Ardler and St Fergus
Primary Schools.

At the closing service held in Chalmers
Ardler Church Mr Smith presented
pupils and staff with a commemorative
paper weight. The next day the whole
school spend a glorious day at
Craigtoun Park. The first activity of the
morning for the P6 and P7 pupils was a
2k run which pupils and staff all
completed. After the school had closed
the staff laid on a buffet lunch for the
staff of St Fergus and Ardler Primaries
to say thank you for their friendship
over our three years on the Ardler
Campus.

Al would like to extend our thanks to all
in Ardler Village, particularly the
schools’ staff and pupils; the Library,
Complex and Village Trust staff ,
Chalmers Ardler Church and of course
our great friends in the 50+ Club. We
have enjoyed being in your midst,
appreciate your friendship and we will
miss you. Keep in touch!

Euan C Smith Head Teacher

Craigowl Primary School

It was with a touch of pride that I
walked around the new Craigowl
building on the evening of Wednesday
20™ August. The school was looking
great, classrooms had been set up and
thousands of boxes had been unpacked.
We were ready to open our doors to the
first cohort of pupils. My thanks go to
all who made this possible.

It was therefore with great excitement
that, along with a piper, officials from
the Education Department, Councillor
Joe Morrow, Baillie Ian Borthwick, and
school staff, parents and pupils gathered
in the playground on Thursday 21*
August to see the pupils enter for the
first time. The pupils looked absolutely

fantastic in the new school uniform and
it was good to see pupils already proud
to be part of the school.

The looks of excitement and awe on
pupils faces as they entered the school,
saw their classrooms and had a tour of
the school was a great sight to see. The
pupils quickly settled down and are
already making new friends.

By the time you read this we will have
had a visit from M&M Theatre Group
performing Little Princess for the whole
school and P6 pupils will have had a
day at Safetaysiders learning how to
deal with emergency situations.

Soon we hope to have our Web Site up
and running and of course you will be

able to keep up to date with what is
happening in our newsletter ‘Craigowl
Capers’

We look forward to a great future in the
school as we establish our traditions and
work with the local community. We
hope you will be part of this.

If you would like any further
information about the school please do
not hesitate to contact a member of the
management team.

Euan C Smith .

Head Teacher

Good Luck Craigowl
All the friends you have left behind in
Ardler wish you every success in your
new school.




Jane Martin’s Retirement

On the 31* August, family and friends joined
with members of Chalmers-Ardler church to
mark the retirement of deaconess Janie Martin.
Janie was first introduced to the church on the
31% August 1978 and so for 30 years she has
lived and worked within the church and
community. On the 31* August 2008 people
gathered not only for worship but also for a
buffet lunch and a presentation. For thirty years
Janie has lived and served the church and
community in Ardler and we gave thanks to
God for her commitment to the community.
Within the church, Janie has carried out many

Football comes home to Ardler

As many residents know, Ardler has always had a great affinity with Football and was
home to many teams over the years. To promote Ardler’s new football pitches and
give the locals some entertainment the Ardler Village Trust held a 6 —aside
competition for teams across Dundee in June. As it was the first year of this event we
offered entry to two age groups (underl8 and 18 and over). We received entries from
15 adult teams including 3 from the Ardler area.

AS expected the event was fun but competitive. Teams played in two leagues on
Ardlers East pitch before we held a semi finals and final. The St marys team of young
players done really well to beat some very good opposition to reach a semi final
against Harris FC but could not get past them to the final. On the other side of the
draw Hove beat a Polish side on Penalties. The final itself was hard fought but ended
goaless after 7 minutes. A nail-biting penalty shoot out led to the HOY raising the cup
and taking the £100 winners cheque. The AVT hope to develop the event next year
and would welcome assistance from local players and managers to make sure a wider
age group and more teams are involved.

Pole fithess classes

Commencing on Thursday 18"
September at the ardler complex,
independent pole dance brings pole
fitness to dundee!!!!

Classes will be available every Tuesday

& Thursday every hour from 6-9pm.
Improve your fitness levels, build core
muscle strength, definition, stamina, etc.
£35 per month for 4x1 hour sessions,
once a week.

Learn 4 pole moves every 4 weeks you
attend class. Levels from beginner
through to super advanced.

Spaces are limited to 10 per class.

Please book early to avoid
disappointment.

INDEPENDEMNT
Contact Julie on: FOLE an=INE
Tel: 07812
357052




